HEALTH AND HEALING IN THE GREAT STATE

of disease would be often detected and the preven-
tion of disease would become a reality, for the health
authorities would be provided with accurate statistics
and reliable information about disease. In this way,
too, the work of the Medical Practitioner would be
raised in dignity and in tone. He would be one
among many officers occupied in a great national
inquiry into the causes of, as well as the best way
of treating disease; he would feel that he was being
paid for work of value to the community, as well as
to the individual.

What are the objections which can be brought
forward against such a scheme?

Doubtless those who dread the introduction of
so-called socialistic methods into any new depart-
ments of human life will again raise the objection
which was formerly raised against the introduction
of State Education. So-called free doctoring is to
such persons on a level with so-called free education:
both are equally vicious. But, in both cases, such
objectors overlook the fact that in reality neither
the benefits of a National Health Service nor the
benefits of a State-provided Education are really
free; as a matter of fact, that service cannot be truly
described as free in which both the expenditure and
the effort which are necessary to provide it are shared
by all directly or indirectly. It is only free in the
sense that it is available for all, just as it is provided
by all.

Indeed, a question of even greater importance
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